FR.TK.REFLECTIONS FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 2025:
CHALLENGING THE GOOD NEWS:
We complain about media most of the time due to the news they give,no news is good news.They seem to bring to our attention only bad news.Big part of the stories are mostly about crimes,greedy,  terrorism,brutality,horrific fires,floods,wars, floods.tornadoes, earthquakes and the latest threats to world peace, are these good news really? They are very depressing thus causing emotional imbalance,panic,peace,stress and worries.
In our gospel today (Mt.1:18-24) we are confronted by two important  personalities in the history of our salvation who are facing such depressing news yet they are good news.These are Mary and Joseph the parents of Jesus.After the Annunciation Mary must have become very confused by the news contained in the message of Angel Gabriel that she will bear a son yet she had no sexual relationship with any man including her fiancée Joseph.They were engaged but not  yet living together,how is she going to break the news to Joseph and how will he react! Was this bad or good news indeed,how will her parents,Neighbour’s take it? Might this be the reason why she took off to her kinswoman Elizabeth perhaps for support,advice and encorgment.she must have had alot of anxieties and needed someone to share and understand her.
On the other hand it must have been devastating news for poor Joseph,a straight forward man.The normal thing was to break the relationship and engagement silently to safe himself and Mary for the outcome.He attempted all that till the Angel appeared to him in a dream and was assured that Mary was innocent and he should take her to his home as his wife she has conceived through the power of Holy Spirit.She will have a son and must name him Emmanuel meaning God with us also Jesus meaning God will save his people from sins.This is real good news for us and the whole world.Do we appreciate that in todays world or we are carried away by the current shopping and commercialization and advertisement of the season that we have forgotten about the good news of Jesus!we must put Christ back into Christmas,he is the reason for the season.This is our duty and responsibility this Christmas of 2025.Let’s not celebrate Christmas without Christ,let us not make it Christmas without a Saviour in it because our world feels no need of one.He must be the focus of the season.
