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October 13th 9:00 am Napa Fire Briefing 
 
Today is even better than yesterday 
We have 27% containment on the Atlas Fire and 22% containment on the 
Carneros Fire 
I want to reassure the residents of Napa County that we are getting the help we 
asked for 
Help is here and it is arriving by the hour 
Life safety is our first priority 
Establishing hard perimeters fighting the fire is also a priority 
We need to make sure all of our resources from Cal Fire and mutual aid are spent 
on attacking this fire 
Today we want to update you on what is happening with these fires, and what is 
relevant for your health and for your safety 
Barry Bierman Napa County Fire Chief 
We will first talk about the Atlas Fire 
We have some good black line on the western half of the fire, which is the 27% 
Containment we were able to accomplish; we are making great progress on all of 
our fires; Resources are coming in.  opportunity on the north end of the fire to 
find control lines; want to work on getting containment lines in on north and east 
sides and stop the progression of fire 
We are making great progress on this incident  
 
Regarding the fires on the Sonoma county side, these fires are all combining into 
one 
Sometime today the Partrick fire will combine with the others 
Particularly of concern on the Napa Side is the area of Lokoya Drive, Mount 
Vedeer, Dry Creek Road as well as Rutherford and St Helena.  Those are areas 
where we do have fire coming in on the Napa County side; we are putting plans in 
place to put containment lines in there. But that west side of the valley will be a 
priority. We will be there with lots of plane and other resources preventing that 
fire from progressing down into the valley; Those are the 2 main spots where the 
fire continues to come over the ridge.  As we continue to get more containment 
on this fire, we will continue to move resources around to the priorities. 
 
At the far north end we have Tubbs fire, also being managed as one of our 
priorities 
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We want to make sure that fire stays where it is, stopping it from going into 
Calistoga or Middletown and trying to ensure that it does not cross highway 29. 
 
Everyone is working very hard Resources continue to come in from all over the 
state and throughout the country.  We are beginning to see large amounts of 
people at our briefing which is always a great sign.   
 
The weather is cooperating, but we will be going into Red Flag again with low 
humidity and winds in the next couple of days…  It is imperative that no one flies 
their drones 
 
Chris Childs Napa CHP 
The Avenues have been opened up as well as Monticello Park.  People can return 
to their homes in those areas.  Silverado Country Club has been opened up to 
residents only.  We are asking for everybody else to stay away beside the 
residents.  We’d like to get those people back first.  Infrastructure work continues 
on water and power.  Just because the roads are open does not mean you will 
have water and lights. So please prepare accordingly 
 
I continue to be impressed by the people of this community showing support for 
each other and all the folks working on the fire.  Thank you for your spirit.  Napa is 
unlike any community that I have worked with and I have worked all over the 
state.  Thank you! 
 
Dr Karen – Public Health authority.  As we plan for repopulation I want to urge 
caution.  When you return to sites that may have been burned, wear protective 
equipment such as N95 masks, googles, construction boots, as well as gloves.  Do 
not touch the toxic debris with your bear hands. Do not eat food that was left in 
the refrigerator after the power went out. If you have nonperishable items left 
over do not eat that either, because that is contaminated. We want to make sure 
as you begin to repopulate your homes that you remain safe. 
 
Ryan Gregory Supervisor District 2 
District 2 is the area around Mount Vedeer on the edges of that fire 
Access on the mountain is very limited.  I would ask concerned folks to go view 
the maps online and do your best to see how you stand.   People who live on the 
edge of the city watching this fire come toward them.  No news is good news.  No 
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evacuation order means you are okay.  But stay alert and watch how this fire is 
moving.  The information is out there. For our areas, the evacuation centers are 
Crosswalk community church, Napa College, and Solano Community College.  
Thank you. 
 
Diane Dillon District 3 which deals with upper valley.  I am here to address the 
issue of the Tubbs Fire. We had mandatory evacuation of entire city of Calistoga.  
35,000 acres burned.  It is 10% contained. Cal Fire and all of these resources are 
doing a great job in keeping that fire away from the city of Calistoga. We ask the 
few remaining citizens in Calistoga to leave the city.  The 2 shelters for Calistoga 
residents are Napa College and American Canyon High School 
 
Alfredo Pedroza update on Atlas Peak Fire   we have 43,000 acres burned.  We 
have good news to share.  We have increased our containment up to 27%.  We 
did allow some areas of District 4 to repopulate 
 
Brad Wagenknect District 1 – I will discuss the advisory evacuations that occurred 
yesterday.  We added advisory for west of Highway 29 Oakville Grade to 
Rutherford Road. Advisory evacuation does not mean you need to go 
immediately.  It means you should be prepared to go.  All mandatory evacuations 
are still in effect unless you have heard differently today.  Safeandwell.org is our 
way of knowing who is missing and who is not. 
 
Supervisor Ramos.  I would like to thank PG&E   we continue to have 5700 people 
out of power. PG&E has worked very hard to restore power to 25,000 residents. 
 
We are a welcoming community in Napa County regardless of race regardless of 
immigration status. You are welcome in our shelters.  We want you to come in.  
We do not want anyone in harms away.  As long as we have mandatory 
evacuations we will have shelters. Immigration is not a concern.  Mike Thompson 
will tell us shortly that Dept of Homeland Security today will issue the following 
statement …” ICE will continue to suspend routine immigration enforcement in 
the areas affected by the fires except in the event of a serious criminal effecting a 
public safety threat.  Likewise, immigration enforcement will not be conducted at 
shelters or food banks.  Rest assured Napa, you are safe in the hands of Napa 
County.  We continue to share information with Facebook, Twitter and Napa 
County Website.    Last night we had Spanish language meeting at St John’s and 
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that meeting is stored on our county’s Facebook page.  Make sure you sign up for 
NIXEL.   Text your zip code to 888777. 
 
Our congressman Mike Thompson and our state senator Bill Dodd 
Thank you to all 
We have all the resources to make this happen God willing weather dependent 
Mike Thompson 
Behind us is illustrative of this incredible team working 24x7 for the people of our 
area.  These guys are second to none.  There is mutual aid from across the state.  
There is also mutual aid from across the country.  We also have international 
mutual aid.  They are doing everything they can and doing a fantastic job.  The 
only thing I ask of you is that you let them do that job. It is important to follow the 
directions of law enforcement and fire fighters.  Get out of their way. Ground 
your drones.  Stay out of closed areas. And we will get everybody on their feet as 
soon as possible. 
 
Supervisor Ramos 
Last night I had the opportunity to meet with a supervisor from Sonoma county. 
We are in this together.  The amount of love that the world is showing to our 
region, to the county of Napa, is overwhelming. 
 
We will continue to monitor the weather.  Certainly, we know that there is some 
unfavorable weather heading our way.  The number of firefighters arriving on an 
hourly basis to protect you is heartening. Keep cheering for those fire crews.  
Everyone is on team Napa! 
 
Questions 
We’ve had some drone activity in areas not involving aircraft that was quickly 
mitigated 
 
Can you talk more about the merged fires? 
The fires that merged were all on the Sonoma county side, with some of them 
encroaching onto the Napa county side. Those fires have all merged and will be 
run as one incident on the Sonoma county side.  We have fire line that is 
uncontained, and anytime we have uncontained fire line we are concerned 
because it can continue to progress.  We also have atlas and tubbs.  Black areas 
on the map we need to mop up. 
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We are getting folks off the line and rested.  They are passionate about what they 
are doing to help the public.  But reinforcements are coming in.  That’s why you 
are seeing the progress we are making.  We are transitioning from just a couple of 
days ago defending structures with minimal perimeter control due to the fact that 
the fire was running in so many directions to actually being able to get in there, 
focusing on areas that we are containing, and putting resources on the next 
priority of the incident. The resources are really making a big difference. 
 
The upcoming weather.  We are going into red flag with low humidity and 
increasing winds. But we will be prepared to do everything we can. The one 
benefit when fires converge is that we don’t have so much perimeter to put out. 
For Atlas fire, our section of it, we have 1900 personnel.  2-3 days ago, we were 
barely at 400. Those numbers are growing and that is a great sign. 
 
Supervisor Ramos.  I would like to reassure Napa that you have a great team with 
you. The County, Cal Fire, Law Enforcement officers, Mutual Aid,  California 
national guard.  I would like to thank each of the cities. Your mayors are here 
supporting you.  We are in this together.  We will continue to update you.  Our 
next update will be Saturday at 9:00 am.  Be safe.  Be vigilant, Napa! 
 


